suggest that any worker has been wasting his own, or his reader's time. They have set up the maze of information about Candida albicans very well and we should be grateful for that. We might have been led more firmly by the handor the nosethrough the trickier parts of it.
FRANCIS O'GRADY
The Anatomical Lectures of William Harvey edited, with an introduction, translation and notes by Gweneth Whitteridge MA DPhil FSA np lxiv +504 £7 7s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1964 (for the Royal College ofPhysicians, London) All Harvey's known anatomical writings are contained in two manuscripts in the Sloane collection of the British Museum. These are known as the 'Prelectiones Anatomiae Universalis', and the hitherto almost unknown 'De Musculis' which Dr Gweneth Whitteridge now edits for the first time.
The former was written in the year of Shakespeare's death (1616) as notes designed to be used as a spoken commentary on one of the actual dissections which it was Harvey's duty to have carried out as Lumleian lecturer in anatomy to the Royal College of Physicians, a post to which he had been appointed the previous year. The later 'De Musculis', which seems to date from 1627, appears to be additional notes for the full treatise on the subject which he never published -'De Motu locali animalium'. There is no certain reference in this to the doctrine of the circulation of the blood which he was to publish during the following year in 'De Motu cordis'.
The 'Prelectiones' consists of general introductory remarks with a full description of the bodies' various coverings (but not the bones) and the viscera of the cavities of the abdomen, the chest and the cranium. The 'De Musculis' fills in many of the omissions of the former manuscript, albeit incompletely so that it may be presumed that further manuscripts probably existed at one time.
Although 'De Musculis' has never previously been printed, the 'Prelectiones' was published in facsimile for the Royal College of Physicians in 1886 together with an imperfect translation. A more authoritative translation appeared for the first time only last year, the work of Professor C D O'Malley and Drs Poynter and Russell. Dr Whitteridge's new translation of both manuscripts is produced in the best Loeb classic style with the facsimile Latin text on one page and her English version opposite. This leads to an 'impressive and handsome volume weighing just over 4 lb. The editing is good and conducive to clarity and ease of reading. To read Harvey's handwriting would seem to most people to be next to impossible. To have produced this splendidly printed and imposing work must be a matter of great pride both to the author and her publishers. This twenty-eighth volume of 'Clinical Orthopedics' is largely devoted to emergency vascular surgical problems in orthopadics. A subsequent volume is to be devoted to elective vascular surgery. It is a reflection of the difficulties of communication in this age of multitudinous journals and increasing specialization that a volume such as this should be thought necessary. All the information found here is readily available and often in better form in monographs on vascular surgery and in papers in the more general surgical journals.
There are nine authors, several of whom are well recognized authorities on vascular surgery. The importance of maintaining the circulation while treating the diseased bones is brought home to the orthopedist, should he not already be aware of it. Warning is given of the dangers of tourniquets, vasoconstriction and, indeed, sometimes of operating upon the bones at all in some patients with arteriosclerosis.
It is a little surprising to find an expectant policy advocated in cases of acute ischkmia due to injury on the grounds that spasm may be relaxed by nonoperative measures. Exploration should not be delayed. If traumatic spasm is found (and it is unusual), it is best treated by topical spasmolytics. If other arterial lesions are present they are best treated early before irreparable damage occurs in the ischemic tissues.
Despite these criticisms there is much of interest here to general, orthopaedic and vascular surgeons. The chapter on what might be called iatrogenic vascular lesions is particularly noteworthy. The reviewer is oftentemptedto exclaim,'Oh dear, not another book of the Symposium'. Your reviewer, however, welcomes this one, for, as far as he knows, the subject matter given in the title has not hitherto been collected together in book form. Here then at last is something that can be used as a work of reference. Like proceedings of all symposia its contents vary in value and presentation according to the contributor. Some of the papers are excellent and many have good bibliographies.
The germ cells, male and female, can, compared with other mammalian cells, be extraordinarily sensitive to ionization (and other insults). There can be variations according to the extent of maturation of the cells. Here, therefore, is a field which can excite the biochemists and cell biologists. On the other hand, it can alarm those apprehensive of fallout and diagnostic radiology (man-made radiations) and of high altitude flight and space travel (natural radiation).
Since fertility is a subject of considerable interest, to the clinician as regards the individual and to the sociologist for the nation, there should be something for many here.
JOHN It is based on a study of 87 patients between the ages of 2 and 51 years, of a total of 1,678 who had right heart catheterization between 1947 and 1960. The basic diagnostic criteria are those of cardiac catheterization, only 4 cases coming to autopsy and apparently one to surgery. Trans-septal left heart catheterization was not carried out and left atrial pressures were by inference from wedge pressures. Some angiocardiograms were available. On the basis of these parameters the confidence of diagnosis is fully and statistically discussed. Twenty patients were investigated both at exercise and at rest but resistance calculations are based on pulmonary wedge pressures measured only at rest. Several cases were catheterized twice after an interval of years and though there were some pressure changes no significant variation in the flow ratios was observed.
At the end of this considerable volume of work it is concluded that patients with a high pulmonary resistance who reverse shunt on exercise do poorly on observation alone.
It is suggested (with no factual evidence from the thesis) that, because patients with atrial septal defect with a flow ratio of more than 2: 1 are known to be prone to heart failure in the fourth decade, those with himodynamically similar ventricular septal defects will do the same.
To read the text with understanding numerous symbols and formule must be assimilated, and at times the translation of technical terms is quaint IAN These lectures on the customs of tribal Africans, and the types of medicine practised by them, were given by Professor Gelfand to the first-year students in the Medical Faculty of the New University College of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. Doctors who are going to work in Africa need to know something of the indigenous medical practices to which many of their patients will have been subjected.
The functions of the different types of witches and witch-doctors are described. Some specialize in diagnosis, others in herbal forms of treatment, and these are usually expert botanists. The witch doctor's knowledge of anatomy is considerably less than Galen's and his theories ofdisease, which are based on malign spirits, antedate those of Hippocrates.
Customs receive rather fuller consideration. Methods of feeding and training the children are described. The diet of an average family is based on maize and millet and contains very little meat. Some unexpected items are popular, such as mice, locusts, ants and caterpillars. Marriage customs and conceptions of hygiene are covered adequately, reference being made to studies of sociologists in other parts of Africa. An attractive chapter describes those features in which the tribal African has organized his society in ways which excel those of our own Western civilization. The author says he finds the manners of the Shona of Southern Rhodesia better than those of any other nation he has ever met. He describes the traditional courtesies of greeting, of farewell, of sharing food and showing appreciation. He also comments on the greater stability of the organization of family life, and the greater consideration extended to old people. Finally Professor Gelfand describes the effects of urbanization on tribal: traditions and on health; he weighs carefully the advantages and disadvantages of this process.
This survey of African life will be of real value to those taking up work in Africa, particularly as Professor Gelfand shares with Laurens van der Post that too rare faculty of appreciating the positive values of a culture very different from our own. J DONALD BALL
